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STAY IN TOUCH WITH YOUR HOME

some Palm Beach residents will be
heading north. Many people, of course, won't depart for other
shores for a while, and those thar do may recurn for summer
visits before nexr wineer, Bur, whether leaving for a week or six
months, homeowners must deal with uncertaineies abour the
IH'(,‘}\L’I'HL'\ ll];‘_\‘ dare IL‘.I\'!H;_' l".(’lmkl.

That l,m‘f_).\ a ru‘lmn|ug_\-‘ question: how best to ensure that
vour house stays safe and sound in your absence? Good securi-
ty systems should rake care of the threar posed by thieves. Bue
what about the problems not caused by miscre ‘II[\*])JOI lems
like leaking pipes, or malfuncrioning HVAC systems?

One pu[mhl non-technical .\olmnm -hiring a caretaker o

look i on the property—is an old standby, bur it lacks imme

fication 1n the case of a serious problem. At the other
end of the spectrum, new “smart homes” offer remore control
pver many aspects of a property—but with significant mstalla
ton required thar can be hard to retrofit into existing homes.
Now, though, companies are creating more pracncal solutions
that let homeowners stay 1n touch with their homes from vir-
tually anywhere on the globe, via the web. Many systems are
designed to interface with EXISLING SECUTITY Systems, too.

Crestron, which makes advanced home control devices that
manage everything from lighring to diginized movie collec-
tions, recently upd.uul its e-Control system. With any
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web browser to monitor and u)mml hghting. HVAC systems,

Control operates within a st indard
home sccurity and more. [f sccurity cameras have been
mstalled 1n the house—an creasingly popular choice—they
can be viewed rhrough the interface. Monitoring can even
extend ro handheld PDAs, which cusrom installers see as the
|'|w|\ (:V;I'.13| of total remote home conrrol.

Crestron and 1ts primary competitor, AMX. are considered

by many to be the Rolls-Royees of home automacion. But

||u are hardly the only players in this incre: isingly varied
market Sl““" Iulj;\.umgu_\ l‘IIl]j:“\ a touch of 1 |\'<> [0 remote
wome monitoring systems, Speco’s solution allows vou to digs
tally record up to four cameras in your home and view the
feeds on any [m\;ml connected PC

I\n\:n;__l rlungs a step further.a new family of control proj-
ccts from HomeLogic, called OneHome, can be operared

from the web and via telephone. Benefits of this system
f

include not just the standard climate control and video sur-

vetllance bur also irrigation control—a boen to weary garden-

ers. Prices on these systems vary (l‘;’]n,'m,]m‘g on the implemen

tations chosen: a professional installer can help you decide
on a service thars righe for you

Upin the Hamprons. a starcup called Connecred
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Hearth 1s also jumping into the game. For a

starting cost of about $6.000. Connected Hearth
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thermostats, up o 16 hghts and apphances, and
to check 1n on four webcams ]mwmm‘d through-
out the house. The COMPANY's SEIVer CONNECEs o
the house every 60 seconds, ¢ hecking the status
of the security and fire alarms, plus any warer
sensors. [n an emergency, emails will auromarical
lv be sent to email addresses A\pu‘st‘]ul by the

homecowner—or even as a text message to a cell

phone. Though the service curre nely is only avai
able on Long Island, simular ofterings are likely
coming to South Florida soon

Not surprisingly, other companies are pursuing
simtlar needs 1n the home securiry market. Napco
5;’(111'1[} Group offers a security control panel that
gives owners remote control over their properties.
[emperature secrings, for mstance, can be adjusred
by Internet or by phone. Bur the control pancl.
called the X255, offers 1ts greatest value in the home
security sphere. Its name stems from the face char
the panel can divide a house into 255 separate
zones, making it possible for owners to 1solate an
alarm for a work of art or a wine cellar. The pancl
can also be operated by a keycharn, allow g for casy
disarming —as simple as turning off a car alarm.

“We developed this system especially for our

higher-end chientele,” says Richard Soloway,
I\I(IPU ys chairman Na]m» has another interesting
new product: motion sensors that can tell the dif-

ference berween a cat and an actual incruder. A

step in the right direction, to be sure.
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